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Our Core Values 

 
In this short study we are working from the premise that all Christians are disciples.  One 
might be an ignorant disciple and/or a lazy disciple, but if they are Christians, they are 
disciples. 
 
It is also affirmed that the primary context for adult discipleship takes place in and through 
the Local Church.  Discipleship in many ways is a community experience.  It is possible to be a 
disciple in solitude, but this is the exception, not the norm.  The Scripture always places 
individuals within communities of geographically defined assemblies under the oversight of 
Elders who corporately engage in the mission of church planting through intentional 
discipleship. 
 
In addition to adults engaging intentionally in being trained and in training others, it is 
equally affirmed that the primary context for children to be trained is in and through the 
home.  Discipleship for children presupposes their conversion in faith to the person and work 
of Jesus Christ.  Prior to their personal acceptance of His person and work, parents are simply 
preparing the soil of their hearts for the receiving of faith’s seed.  Parents work in faith 
believing God will shower upon their children mercy and grace in the redemption of their 
soul’s debt and the adoption of the same into His family. 
 
God puts in play varied venues and gifted individuals who can enable and educate them and 
minister to their children, but never must the parent abdicate their primary responsibility to 
reach and teach their children the Christian faith as embodied in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
There are two foundational passages which emphasize this singular truth.  The first is found in 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and the second is in Ephesians 6:4.  The Deuteronomy 6 passage highlights 
four basic tenants as to the responsibility of the parent.  First, the truth received by the parents 
is entrusted to them in order that they might pass it on to the next generation.  All believers are 
stewards of this truth and all believers are to pass their faith on to the next generation.  Second, 
the Christian faith is not sterile.  The Christian faith is fertile.  It is to be embraced by the heart 
(v. 6).  It is only as the heart changes and the mind is renewed that faith is transferred.  Third, 
intrinsic to the Christian faith is generational transfer (vv. 2a, 7a).  Every Christian must think 
generationally.  Christian faith is lineal.  I am the recipient of faith, and I must pass the faith 
received on to the next generation.  This is true for all believers, but especially true and 
immutable for parents.  Fourth, faith transfer is relational (vv. 7-9).  It is not merely academic 
or classroom driven.  Faith transfer best takes place in the context of life.  There is nothing 
spectacular about the context.  This text tells us it is not simply the quality of time spent, but 
the quantity of time spent.  Your child should enjoy their time with you and you should feel 
comfortable around your child.  Faith interaction should be a natural part of your existence.  It 
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is not something done on Sunday during corporate worship.  Faith transfer takes place from 
Sunday afternoon to Saturday night.   
 
Parents crave the “fool proof plan” whereby they simply follow the A-B-C paradigm.  The 
Scripture knows none of this.  The plan is for you to live with your child, not above or apart, 
but with your child, and faith is transferred in the context of living life together.  This is God’s 
plan.  The tragedy is in how complicated we have made it.  No one can replace you as a 
parent.  The Church and others are not surrogate parents.  You are the parent and it is your 
responsibility to reach and teach your child. 
 
As a parent and grandparent my mind, heart, and hands are deeply stirred by and committed 
to faith transfer as it relates to my own household and then the household of our families.  As 
a fellowship, we are committed to do what we can to enable and educate parents as to their 
greatest asset in their fight for the souls of their children by empowering their relationship 
with God and with their spouse. 
 
Ephesians 6:4 places the burden on the home to raise them up in the delight of the Lord 
through intentional training and personal joy.  Fathers are noted as having oversight that 
includes and encompasses mothers.  I call upon every father within our fellowship to 
intentionally live with your children for the purpose of raising them up in the admonition and 
nurture of the Lord. 
 
There is no greater task, and there is no greater joy.  Regardless as to where you are in the 
process, continue to “trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own 
understanding.   In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight” 
(Prov. 3:5, 6).  Ultimately, God is the one who gives the increase.   
 
Together as a family of families, a community of faith, we are committed to create a current 
that will point and lead your family to the very throne of God.  Use the various opportunities 
provided by the church to engage your child so that will be fully formed.  May your delight 
continue to be in the Lord Most High. 
 


